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Minerals Management Service, Interior § 253.3 

Subpart F—Claims for Oil-Spill Removal 
Costs and Damages 

253.60 To whom may I present a claim? 
253.61 When is a guarantor subject to direct 

action for claims? 
253.62 What are the designated applicant’s 

notification obligations regarding a 
claim? 

APPENDIX TO PART 253—LIST OF U.S. GEO-
LOGICAL SURVEY TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS 

AUTHORITY: 33 U.S.C. 2716, 28 U.S.C. 2461. 

SOURCE: 63 FR 42711, Aug. 11, 1998, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—General 
§ 253.1 What is the purpose of this 

part? 
This part establishes the require-

ments for demonstrating OSFR for cov-
ered offshore facilities (COFs) under 
Title I of the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 
(OPA), as amended, 33 U.S.C. 2701 et seq. 

§ 253.3 How are the terms used in this 
regulation defined? 

Terms used in this part have the fol-
lowing meaning: 

Advertise means publication of the 
notice of designation of the source of 
the incident and the procedures by 
which the claims may be presented, ac-
cording to 33 CFR part 136, subpart D. 

Bay means a body of water included 
in the Geographic Names Information 
System (GNIS) bay feature class. A 
GNIS bay includes an arm, bay, bight, 
cove, estuary, gulf, inlet, or sound. 

Claim means a written request, for a 
specific sum, for compensation for 
damages or removal costs resulting 
from an oil-spill discharge or a sub-
stantial threat of the discharge of oil. 

Claimant means any person or gov-
ernment who presents a claim for com-
pensation under OPA. 

Coastline means the line of ordinary 
low water along that portion of the 
coast that is in direct contact with the 
open sea which marks the seaward 
limit of inland waters. 

Covered offshore facility (COF) means 
a facility: 

(1) That includes any structure and 
all its components (including wells 
completed at the structure and the as-
sociated pipelines), equipment, pipe-
line, or device (other than a vessel or 
other than a pipeline or deepwater port 

licensed under the Deepwater Port Act 
of 1974 (33 U.S.C. 1501 et seq.)) used for 
exploring for, drilling for, or producing 
oil or for transporting oil from such fa-
cilities. This includes a well drilled 
from a mobile offshore drilling unit 
(MODU) and the associated riser and 
well control equipment from the mo-
ment a drill shaft or other device first 
touches the seabed for purposes of ex-
ploring for, drilling for, or producing 
oil, but it does not include the MODU; 
and 

(2) That is located: 
(i) Seaward of the coastline; or 
(ii) In any portion of a bay that is: 
(A) Connected to the sea, either di-

rectly or through one or more other 
bays; and 

(B) Depicted in whole or in part on 
any USGS map listed in the Appendix 
to this part, or on any map published 
by the USGS that is a successor to and 
covers all or part of the same area as a 
listed map. Where any portion of a bay 
is included on a listed map, this rule 
applies to the entire bay; and 

(3) That has a worst case oil-spill dis-
charge potential of more than 1,000 bbls 
of oil, or a lesser volume if the Director 
determines in writing that the oil-spill 
discharge risk justifies the require-
ment to demonstrate OSFR. 

Designated applicant means a person 
the responsible parties designate to 
demonstrate OSFR for a COF on a 
lease, permit, or right-of-use and ease-
ment. 

Director means the Director of the 
Minerals Management Service. 

Fund means the Oil Spill Liability 
Trust Fund established by section 9509 
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 as 
amended (26 U.S.C. 9509). 

Geographic Names Information System 
(GNIS) means the database developed 
by the USGS in cooperation with the 
U.S. Board of Geographic Names which 
contains the federally-recognized geo-
graphic names for all known places, 
features, and areas in the United 
States that are identified by a proper 
name. Each feature is located by state, 
county, and geographic coordinates 
and is referenced to the appropriate 
1:24,000-scale or 1:63,360-scale USGS 
topographic map on which it is shown. 
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